'IRAQ,
opposition1 which, without doubt, extended to his own
cabinet. Mr. Balfour was forced to declare to the House of
Commons, April 23rd, 1903, that H.M. Government would
give no support to British financial participation in the project.2
What the British Government had failed to secure by finan-
cial participation, it attempted to secure through diplomatic
negotiations. The rapprochement between England and France
already in the air soon became a reality.3 The three agree-
ments signed on April 8th, 1904,* settled the outstanding points
of friction, initiated the Entente Cordiale and paved the way for
the defensive alliance between the two countries.5
The period of'splendid isolation5 for Great Britain had come
to an end. Instead there was inaugurated an era of diplomacy
among the Powers which aimed, on the one hand, at securing
on the basis of compensations6 a recognition of spheres of interest
in Asia and in Africa, thus avoiding points of conflict, and, on
the other hand, at providing for collective security in the event
that rival ambitions, either commercial or territorial, could not
be reconciled.
Tentative negotiations towards an Anglo-Russian tapprQche-
1 The Times, April i8th, igth, 24th, 1903.
*Parl. Debates, 4th S , Vol. cxxi (1903), pp, 271-2. Lord Lansdowne seems
to have believed that 'the scuttle of British financiers* at the newspaper opposi-
tion made it impossible for the Government to give assurances of its support.
Brit. Docs., Vol u, Minute on No. 224, p. 196 Cf., Earle, op. cit, p. 186.
3 For early indications of the rapprochement) see Documents Diplomatique*
Francois (hereafter Docs   Fr) (Paris, 1922-9), 2nd Series, Vol. n, No. 524
(December i2th, 1902), p. 653; Vol. in, No. 138 (March T4th, 1903), p   186;
Vol. in, No 192 (April 23rd, 1903)^.258. Also, Tardieu, A., La France et le$
Alliances (Paris, 1908), pp. 51-72.
4 Brit. Docs., Vol. n, Nos. 356-416, pp. 292-373; Docs. Fr , 2nd Series,
Vol. in, Nos. 362, 363, 381, 384, 387, 392, 419; Vol. iv, Sees, ii, iiiA, viD, viiB.
Texts of the three agreements: Accts. and Papers^ 1904 (Cd. 1952), ex, 323-4,
340-1, 1905 (Cd. 2383), cm, 241; 1905 (Cmd. 2384), cm, 265; 1905 (Cmd 2385),
cm, 285.  Secret articles of Egyptian Declaration; ibid , 1911 (Cd. 5969), cm,
353 ff. Also in Brit. Docs., Vol. n, pp. 374-98, with earlier drafts in parallel
columns.
5 On discussions from 1906, on the Anglo-French defensive alliance, see
Brit. Docsty Vol. in, Nos. 210-21, pp. 170-203.
6 A 'give and take arrangement', as Lord Lansdowne expressed it, July 2nd,
1903, Bnt. Docs., Vol. n, No. 356, p. 293.
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